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Country Q&A Portugal

Portugal

Antdnio Vitorino and Ana Luisa Guimaraes,

Gongalves Pereira, Castelo Branco & Associados

OVERVIEW

1. Please provide a brief overview of the system of environmen-
tal control? P

www.practicallaw.com/7-203-1690

3. To what extent are environmental non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs) and pressure groups active in your jurisdic-
tion?

There is a general regime for the integrated control of pollution
resulting from certain potentially polluting activities (see
Question 5). The regime sets out a number of rules to prevent or
reduce emissions from such activities into.the air, water or soil,
and te prevent and controf noise, and waste production.

Portugal has alsc adopted a number of spécial:ré'gimes including:
= Gas emissions in general {see Questr‘on 6, -'At‘r).

» Greenhouse gas emissions (see Quest:on 6 Greenhouse gas
emissions}. HEPEEEE

» .. Wastewater discharges into the water and soil (see Question
_6 Wastewater)

he management processing and d|sposa[ of waste (see

candxtlonai or the completion and approval of:an ‘environmental
lmpact study |cient|fymg the possible . consecguences of such

sé bodies perform their duties (see box The regulatory
authoritiesy.

There are about 20 NGOs active in the field of environmental
protection, the most prominent baing Quercus (Quercus Associ-
agdo Nacional de Conservagao da Natureza).

Quercus is active, well known by the public and has a strong
media presence. National legislative bodies hear submissions
from Quercus and other specialised NGOs when they adost
environmental laws, or laws that may have an impact on the
environment.

There is an increasing awareness of environmental issues in

Portuguese society, and environmental NGOs have an increas-
ingly strong presence.

PERMITTING OF EMISSIONS

4. s there an integrated permitting regime or are separate per-
mits required for different types of emissions?

There is an integrated permitting regime which aims to (Decree-
Law No 194/2000 of 21 August, according to Directive 96/61/
EC concerning integrated pollution prevention and control)
(Integrated Permitting Regime):

» Prevent and controf pollution produced by certain activities.

= Estabiish rules to prevent or reduce emissions from such
activities into the air, water or soils

= Prevent and centrol noise and waste production.

There are also special emission regimes that apply to, among
other things:

= Emissicns inte the air, in general, setting emission limits
(Decree-Law No 78/2004 of 3 April) (see Question 6, Ar).

= Greenhouse gas emissions (Decreg-Law No 233/2004 of 14
December) (see Question 6, Greenhouse gas emissions).

= Volatile organic compounds emissions.
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