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Doctor Patricia Akester's work here presented takes the whole field of the
impact of digital technology on the national, international and regional law of copyright
as its province, It sets out to provide a structured approach to identifying the ways in
which the new means of communication challenge the basic concepts and application
of the tradlitional principles of protection of the works of authors.

In a sense, a book on law and digital technology should provide a map for
the voyager into the known and the unknown, and should read the landscape it
surveys, just as the camera in Space records images both known and previously
unknown. No one can tell what tomorrow’s images will be, but the gifted thinker
will provide us with a structured assessment into which the past, the present and the
future may be fitted, together with proposals for practical solutions to the challenges
which are to be met. This is what Doctor Akester has achieved in this remarkable
and highly readable survey. The long journey is made pleasant at many points by the
illustrative cases, which at once stimulate and clarify the issues laid before us. The
appendices to the work contain a mine of relevant legal, technological and practical
information, and an extensive hibliography.

Doctor Akester has given us a sure guide in this field, based on a technique of
legal analysis which covers the civil law and the common law traditions, and the
relevant international and regional instruments, and which leaves us well equipped
to journey into the borderless society created by the Internet and modern
communication systems. At the centre of the work is the concern for recognition of
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the need to preserve the status and rights of the author in the new environment.
Doctor Akester provides a particularly bold and creative proposal for an International
Digital Copyright Protection System, covering the challenges of law and technology
in this area. In this way, Doctor Akester presents us with a practical proposal as the
answer to the crucial question «Author, what now?.,

J. A. L. Sterling*

* Professor do Queen Masy Intellectual Properiy Research Institute, University of London
e arfentador da tese de doutoramento que deu origem a esta obra.
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